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COST COST MissionMission

Founded in 1971 - intergovernmental framework allowing the
co-ordination of nationally funded research on a European
level - INTERNATIONAL POLICY

The goal of COST - to ensure that Europe holds a strong
position in the field of scientific and technical research

Access for institutions from non-member countries also
makes COST a tool for tackling topics of a truly global nature. 
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The 27 EU Member States
EFTA Member States

Iceland
Norway 
Switzerland

Acceding & Candidate 
Countries

Croatia
FYR of Macedonia (FYROM)
Turkey

Potential Candidate Countries
Republic of Serbia

COST Co-operating States
Israel

COST CountriesCOST Countries
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COST and the Neighbouring CountriesCOST and the Neighbouring Countries

COST COST 
countriescountries
COST neighbouring COST neighbouring 
countriescountries

●● Special budget line in the COST Special budget line in the COST 
system to facilitate system to facilitate 
collaborationscollaborations

●● Specific exchange activitiesSpecific exchange activities
(Short Term Scientific Missions, (Short Term Scientific Missions, 
focus on Early Stage focus on Early Stage 
Researchers)Researchers)

BELARUS

SYRIA

IRAQ

LIBYA

TUNISIA

GEORGIA

Ukraine (15)

Russia (45)

Algeria (2)

Azerbaijan (1)

Bosnia &
Herzegovina (2)

Moldova (2)

Tunisia (2)

Georgia (3)

Egypt (3)

Morocco (1)

76 participations in 36 Actions76 participations in 36 Actions
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COST Actions: global participation COST Actions: global participation (May 2008)(May 2008)
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Australia (30)

China (6)
Japan (13)

Canada (20)

New Zealand (6)

Ukraine (15)

Russia (45)

USA (26)
Rep of Korea (2)

Algeria (2)

India (1)

Azerbaijan (1)

Hong Kong (1)

South Africa (1)

Bosnia &
Herzegovina (2)

Cuba (1)

Argentina (4)

Brazil (1)

Georgia (3)
Moldova (2)

Egypt (3) Vietnam (1)

Malaysia (1)
Colombia (1)

Morocco (1)
Palestinian auth. (1)Tunisia (2)

Andorra (1)

194 participations in 69 Actions (28 countries)194 participations in 69 Actions (28 countries)

COST 
countries
Neighbouring 
Countries
Reciprocal 
agreements 
countries
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COST COST GovernanceGovernance
TheThe CommitteeCommittee of Senior of Senior OfficialsOfficials (CSO) - the main decision-making
body composed of COST member states representatives, one of whom in 
each case acts as COST National Coordinator (CNC).

TheThe DomainDomain CommitteesCommittees (DC) - composed of representatives of all 
COST countries (1 per country). They are assigned to a particular research
domain and the scientific quality control is their main responsibility
following very rigorous evaluation procedures established by the CSO. 

TheThe ManagementManagement CommitteesCommittees (MC) - one for each Action - composed of 
national experts nominated by the countries participating in the Action. 
They coordinate the activities of the Action and report to the relevant DC. 

The secretariat to the CSO is provided by the General Secretariat of the
Council of the European Union, thus underlining the intergovernmental
character of COST. 

The scientific and administrative Secretariat to the COST Domain
Committees and to the COST Actions is provided by the European Science
Foundation (ESF) through the COST Office.
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COST COST DomainsDomains::

•• Biomedicine and Biomedicine and MolecularMolecular BiosciencesBiosciences
•• FoodFood and and AgricultureAgriculture
•• ForestsForests, , theirtheir ProductsProducts and and ServicesServices
•• MaterialsMaterials, , PhysicalPhysical and and NanosciencesNanosciences
•• ChemistryChemistry and and MolecularMolecular SciencesSciences and Technologiesand Technologies
•• EarthEarth SystemSystem ScienceScience and and EnvironmentalEnvironmental ManagementManagement
•• InformationInformation and and CommunicationCommunication TechnologiesTechnologies
•• Transport and Transport and UrbanUrban DevelopmentDevelopment
•• IndividualsIndividuals, , SocietiesSocieties, , CulturesCultures and and HealthHealth
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COST COST CharacteristicsCharacteristics

““BottomBottom--up" up" approachapproach - initiatives of launching a COST Action
comes from the European researchers themselves. 

COSTCOST complements the activities of the EU Framework Programmes and 
plays a very important role in the realisation of the European research
Area (ERA). 

COST COST increasesincreases thethe mobilitymobility of of researchersresearchers acrossacross
EuropeEurope and fosters the establishment of scientific excellence.

COST COST - one of the largest frameworks for research cooperation in Europe, 
a valuable mechanism coordinating national research activities in Europe, 
which contributescontributes to to reducereduce fragmentationfragmentation in research
investments in Europe.
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COST COST ActionsActions

COST Actions are new, innovative, and interdisciplinary scientific
networks of nationally funded research teams of at least five
COST countries. 

COST Actions support networking activities such as:
•meetings, 
•conferences, 
•short term scientific exchanges and 
•outreach activities

COST does not fund the research in itself. 

The duration of an Action is generally 4 years. 
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Year

COST Actions COST Actions –– yearly evolution (1980yearly evolution (1980--2008)2008)

Establishment of the COST Establishment of the COST 
OfficeOffice
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COST Actions
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COST COST FundingFunding

The funds provided by COST and obtained from the European
Research Framework Programmes.

The support to COST Actions is less than about 1% of the total value of 
the Actions. 

During the Sixth Framework Programme (FP6) with around EUR 20 
million per year, more than 30 000 European scientists were involved in 
COST networking with their projects representing a total value which
exceeded EUR 2 billion per year.

The funds for COST provided by the Seventh Framework Programme
(FP7 2007-2013) are EUR 210 million (30 M €/year) - possibility of an 
additional EUR 40 M depending on a mid-term evaluation in 2010. 

~ 100.000 Euro per Action per year
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COST Open CallCOST Open Call

This continuous call is thematically open. Proposals 
from all Scientific Domains are welcome. The next 
collection date for preliminary proposals is 26 
September 2008.

www.cost.esf.org/opencall

Collection Date 28/03/2008 26/09/2008 27/03/2009 25/09/2009 26/03/2010
Eligibility check & allocation to DC 10/04/2008 9/10/2008 9/04/2009 8/10/2009 8/04/2010
DC electronic ranking finished 9/05/2008 7/11/2008 8/05/2009 6/11/2009 7/05/2010
Invitation for Full Proposals 16/05/2008 14/11/2008 15/05/2009 13/11/2009 14/05/2010
Submission deadline FP 1/08/2008 16/01/2009 31/07/2009 15/01/2010 30/07/2010
Deadline EEP comments 29/08/2008 13/02/2009 28/08/2009 12/02/2010 27/08/2010
EEP meetings 1-12/09/2008 16/2-27/2/2009 31/08-11/09/2009 15/2-26/2/2010 30/8-10/9/2010
DC Hearings 8-19/09/2008 23/2-6/3/2009 7-18/09/2009 22/2-5/3/2010 6-17/09/2010
DCCCM 22/9-03/10/2008 9-20/3/2009 21/9-2/10/2009 8-19/3/2010 20/9-1/10/2010
Final list of new Actions proposals 9/10/2008 26/03/2009 8/10/2009 25/03/2010 7/10/2010
JAF 4-5/11/2008 27/4-3/5/2009 2-6/11/2009 26/4-2/5/2010 1-5/11/2010
CSO new Actions approval meeting 26-27/11/2008 25/5-29/5/2009 23-27/11/2009 24/5-28/5/2010 22-26/11/2010
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COSTCOST
InIn

CROATIACROATIA
InIn

COSTCOST
SinceSince 19921992

CNC CNC –– BozidarBozidar BiondicBiondic, Damir , Damir JelicicJelicic
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Croatia Croatia -- 55 COST 55 COST ActionsActions

35 35 togethertogether withwith AustriaAustria

In  all DomainsIn  all Domains

Biomedicine and Molecular Biosciences (DCvc + AC) 5 
Chemistry and Molecular Sciences and Technologies 6
Earth System Science and Environmental Management 3
Food and Agriculture 4
Forests, their Products and Services 17
Information and Communication Technologies 11 
Individuals, Societies, Cultures and Health 4
Materials, Physical and Nanosciences 3
Transport and Urban Development 2
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MinisterialMinisterial ConferenceConference
DubrovnikDubrovnik

MayMay 27 200327 2003

InsteadInstead of of TechnicalTechnical CommitteesCommittees ––
DomainDomain CommitteesCommittees

InsteadInstead of of ComissionComission ––
COST Office COST Office 

COST/ESF COST/ESF –– ContractContract withwith thethe EC EC ––
financingfinancing throguhthroguh thethe FP FP viavia ESFESF
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IInterdisciplinarynterdisciplinary, I, Internter--Domain Domain & Inter& Inter--ActionAction MeetingMeeting in Dubrovnikin Dubrovnik

OctoberOctober 25/28 200725/28 2007

““OxygenOxygen, , StressStress & & LipidsLipids””

DUBROVNIK ANTENNA OF COSTDUBROVNIK ANTENNA OF COST

20

3 3 DomainsDomains: 

1. Biomedicine and Molecular Biosciences (BMBS)

2. Chemistry, Molecular Sciences and Technologies (CMST)

3. Food and Agriculture (FA)

and 4 4 ActionsActions:

1. B35 (BMBS) Action Chair – Neven ZARKOVIC (HR): Lipid 
peroxidation associated disorders

2. BM0602 (BMBS) Action Chair - Jürgen ECKEL (DE): Adipose 
Tissue: A key target for prevention of the metabolic syndrome

3. CM0603 (CMST) Action Chair - Chryssostomos CHATGILIALOGLU
(IT): Free radicals in chemical biology

4. FA0602 (FA) Action Chair - Jaap KEIJER (NL): Bioactive food 
components, mitochondrial function and health
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LaboratoryLaboratory forfor MolecularMolecular
BiosciencesBiosciences

““TheThe LabLab on on thethe BeachBeach””
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COST Outreach Activity for Early Stage Researchers,COST Outreach Activity for Early Stage Researchers, ESOF2008 ESOF2008 
BarcelonaBarcelona, , JulyJuly 19th 200819th 2008

WORKSHOP I:WORKSHOP I: FAT: THE GOOD, THE BAD & THE FAT: THE GOOD, THE BAD & THE 
UGLYUGLY

3 3 DomainsDomains: 
• Biomedicine and Molecular Biosciences (BMBS)
• Chemistry, Molecular Sciences and Technologies 

(CMST)
• Food and Agriculture (FA)

and 4 4 ActionsActions:
• B35 (BMBS) : Lipid peroxidation associated 

disorders
• BM0602 (BMBS): Adipose Tissue: A key target for 

prevention of the metabolic syndrome
• CM0603 (CMST) : Free radicals in chemical biology
• FA0602 (FA): Bioactive food components, 

mitochondrial function and health

25 25 ESRsESRs + 6 + 6 LecturersLecturers
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COST B35COST B35
““LIPID PEROXIDATION ASSOCIATED DISORDERSLIPID PEROXIDATION ASSOCIATED DISORDERS”” -- LPOLPO

Economic dimension: > Euro 20 M  
with > 400 man years of research 
funded

24 COST Countries

+ Ukraine, USA & Japan

(Canada)

..

..

> > 33..0000 publications00 publications

> 1> 1770 patents0 patents

..

.. .. ..
..

..

....

.. ..
..

..

..
..

..
..

..
..

Neven Zarkovic (Croatia) - Action Chair 

German delegate - Tilman Grüne Action 
Vice-Chair

Turkish delegate - Nesrin Kartal Ozer 
MC-Coordinator of B35 Action

Mandate for the overall duration of the 
B35 - June 1st 2010 (four years)

COST B35 COST B35 ActionAction

24

ResultsResults of of thethe B35 B35 ActionAction::
In two years - 289 SCI289 SCI -- indexed scientific publicationsindexed scientific publications out 
of which 3232 research articlesresearch articles were carried as research within the 
COST B35 activities.

COST B35 Action is also working 

on validation and promotion 

of analytical tools for lipid 

peroxidation such as 

44--Hydroxynonenal ELISAHydroxynonenal ELISA (HR/AT) 

and the analytical assaysanalytical assays
provided by the SME member SME member 

Dr. Tatzber KEGDr. Tatzber KEG from Austria.

COST B35 COST B35 ActionAction
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The STSM Panel – COST Office

26 REALISED 26 REALISED -- One STSM One STSM perper monthmonth!!

ShortShort Term Term ScientificScientific MissionsMissions -- STSMSTSM
RefundingRefunding, , traveltravel & & accomodationaccomodation forfor

up to 3 up to 3 monthsmonths up to 2.500 up to 2.500 €€ -- mostlymostly ESRsESRs

.. ..

.. .. ..
..

..

..

....
..

.. ....
.. ....

....
..

..

COST B35 ““LIPID PEROXIDATION LIPID PEROXIDATION 
ASSOCIATED DISORDERSASSOCIATED DISORDERS”” -- LPOLPO

> 50 STSMs > 50 STSMs EoIsEoIs to visit:to visit:
DDüüsseldorfsseldorf--12; 12; 
ToulouseToulouse--10;10;

ZagrebZagreb--6; Lleida6; Lleida--6; 6; 
DublinDublin--4;4;

CoimbraCoimbra--3; Glasgow3; Glasgow--3; Lund3; Lund--3; 3; 
SalzburgSalzburg--3; Turin3; Turin--3; 3; 

HaifaHaifa--2; Kaunas2; Kaunas--2; Thessaloniki2; Thessaloniki--2; 2; 
LodzLodz--1; Bad Harzburg1; Bad Harzburg--1; Leuven1; Leuven--1; 1; 

BisambergBisamberg--1; Istanbul1; Istanbul--1; 1; 

..

COST B35 COST B35 ActionAction

26

COST COST B35 B35 STSMsSTSMs

45.31345.313708 Days708 DaysTOTALTOTAL

COST B35 COST B35 ActionAction
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““Lipid peroxidationLipid peroxidation--and free radicaland free radical--
signaling: role in signaling: role in pathophysiologypathophysiology””

The Course duration is 5 full working days 

30 August till 5 September 2008

TrainingTraining SchoolSchool –– 6 6 lecturerslecturers, 10 ESR , 10 ESR supportedsupported

COST B35 COST B35 ActionAction
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BILATERAL PROJECTSBILATERAL PROJECTS

BackgroundBackground::

Kroatien ist Europa : Möglichkeiten und Chancen der 
Zusammenarbeit ; [Tagungsband zur Veranstaltung Kroatien ist Europa 
- Möglichkeiten und Chancen der Zusammenarbeit, Graz, 18. und 19. 
Mai 2000]

Memorandum of Memorandum of UnderstandingUnderstanding – Ministry of Science and 
Technology, CROATIA and Federal Ministry of Education, Science
and Culture, AUSTRIA Signed in Vienna 02/04/2001 

The 1st Croatian-Austrian Science Days, Zagreb, 2002
The 2nd Croatian-Austrian Science Days, Zagreb, 2003
The 34d Croatian-Austrian Science Days, Graz, 2007

Agreement on Cooperation in Science and Technology – Zagreb 
12/03/2003

Regular Joint Committee Meetings (2003, 2005, 2007) – activity
programme - calls & evaluation of bilateral projects
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Mrs. Branka Ravlic, Ministry of Science, Education and Sports –
The 3rd Austrian-Croatian Science Days Graz, 2007

30

Period 2002Period 2002--2007 2007 –– 67 67 ProjectsProjects

Period 2008Period 2008--2009 2009 –– 30 New 30 New ProjectsProjects
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BILATERAL PROJECT WITH AUSTRIA
~ 3.000 € per partner per year for EACH project partner (bilateral) 

Short term study visits (up to 10 days) – 73 €/day (accomodation incl.)

Up to 3 months visits:

Senior (>35 yrs) - 1.200 €/month (accomodation included)

Postdoc (30-35) – 1.040 €/month (accomodation included)

Students (<30 yrs) – 940 €/month (accomodation included)

Croatia to Austria : travel Croatia – the rest Austria

Austria to Croatia : travel Austria – the rest Croatia

RESEARCH COSTS COVERED FROM OTHER RESEARCH PROJECTS

SUPPORTSUPPORT REFUNDING/IN ADVANCE, NO TRAVEL LIMITS, NO MONEY REFUNDING/IN ADVANCE, NO TRAVEL LIMITS, NO MONEY 
TRANSFER INTO THE NEXT YEAR, NO TRANSFER INTO THE NEXT YEAR, NO ““LEFTOVERSLEFTOVERS””!!

32

BilateralBilateral Project Project withwith FranceFrance COGITOCOGITO
2.850 € per partner per year

SUPPORTSUPPORT IN ADVANCE, TRAVEL LIMITS (TWICE PER YEAR PER IN ADVANCE, TRAVEL LIMITS (TWICE PER YEAR PER 
PARTNER PARTNER –– IN TOTAL 15 DAYS),IN TOTAL 15 DAYS), MONEY TRANSFER INTO THE NEXT MONEY TRANSFER INTO THE NEXT 
YEAR, BUT NO YEAR, BUT NO ““LEFTOVERSLEFTOVERS””!!

BilateralBilateral Project Project withwith HungaryHungary
~ 3.000 € per partner per year

TRAVEL LIMITS: TRAVEL LIMITS: 
2x14 2x14 daysdays + 2x1 + 2x1 monthmonth CroatsCroats in in HungaryHungary
3x1 3x1 monthmonth HugariansHugarians in Croatiain Croatia
SUPPORT IN ADVANCESUPPORT IN ADVANCE
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ComparisonComparison: : valuevalue forfor 45.000 45.000 €€ in 2 in 2 yearsyears

COST 1 project – 700 person days
MultilateralMultilateral, , refundingrefunding, , mostlymostly ESRsESRs –– networkingnetworking, , ““no no limitslimits””, , 
administrationadministration, , partpart of of researchresearch -- complementarycomplementary

Bilateral HR/AT 8 projects – 900 person days
BilateralBilateral, , refundingrefunding/in /in advanceadvance, , mostlymostly ESRsESRs –– closeclose distance, distance, 
no no administadminist. . traveltravel limitslimits, , novelnovel researchresearch -- complementarycomplementary

Bilateral HR/FR 8 projects – 450 person days
BilateralBilateral, in , in advanceadvance, , mostlymostly ESRsESRs –– longlong distance, distance, administradministr. . 
traveltravel limitslimits, , partpart of of researchresearch -- complementarycomplementary

Bilateral HR/HU 8 projects – 2100 person days
BilateralBilateral, in , in advanceadvance, , mostlymostly ESRsESRs –– closeclose distance, distance, lowlow
accomodationaccomodation costscosts, , ““administadminist. . traveltravel limitslimits””, , novelnovel researchresearch --
complementarycomplementary

34

Project proposal
Science and Technology Cooperation

Croatia - Austria

SeppSepp KohlweinKohlwein & Neven Zarkovic& Neven Zarkovic

et al.et al.

CroatianCroatian--AustrianAustrian ScienceScience DaysDays 20022002
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Cellular adaptation to oxidative stress: 
THE YEAST APPROACH

Oxidative stress

Human pathologies
Aging

Science and Technology Cooperation
Croatia – Austria

Project 

36

Cellular adaptation to oxidative stress

Target: Lipids, fatty acids, sterols

Atherosclerosis
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Cellular adaptation to oxidative stress

Experimental model system: YEAST
Biochemical, genetic manipulation

Molecular mechanisms of lipid & membrane
damage and cellular response

38

Cellular adaptation to oxidative stress

Yeast Molecular Biology, Genomics, CLSM
IMBM, Graz

Biochemistry and Physiology
RBI, Zagreb
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ResearchResearch Period 2002 Period 2002 –– 2004 2004 

((supportsupport 2002/03 ~ 1.400 2002/03 ~ 1.400 €€ in total + in total + additionaladditional 15.000 15.000 €€ -- HR+AT+AU)HR+AT+AU)

40

ResearchResearch Period 2005 Period 2005 –– 20072007

(no (no formalformal bilateralbilateral supportsupport –– additionaladditional 9.000 9.000 €€))
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Essential Essential pointpoint::

Novel approach – novel topics “TheThe last last 
project of project of HermannHermann EsterbauerEsterbauer”

““AddedAdded valuevalue””::

New New researchresearch facilityfacility, Ph.D. , Ph.D. thesisthesis

FundingFunding::

BilateralBilateral -- 3.000 3.000 €€ (AU), (AU), additionaladditional 24.000 24.000 €€ EDUCATIONEDUCATION

42

ThankThank youyou
zarkovic@zarkovic@irbirb.hr.hr

St. Stephen’s Cathedral, 
Vienna

St. Stephen’s Cathedral, 
Zagreb          


